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Once again the Hall committee has continued on for the year 2016/17 with a small but dedicated group. It has been a 

particularly sad year for us. With Bob & Jane Bradshaw setting off on their Grey Nomad trip after Bob’s health had improved 

considerably they returned home refreshed & reinvigorated only to discover that Bob’s illness had returned. We were all quite 

devastated when Bob passed away in May & we all give our sincere condolences to Jane & all of Bob’s family. Bob was a 

stalwart of this committee, having been dragged along by Jane to help get a new hall built on the Recreation Reserve. His 

building expertise & contacts made a task, which was at times quite complicated, so much easier. I know I certainly depended 

on his knowledge & common sense when it came to navigating the minefield which one can encounter when trying to build 

anything, let alone a community hall. He certainly was instrumental in making it happen. We are just so pleased that he got to 

see the hall finally completed & he was able to have that last trip with Jane knowing that he did not have that weight on his 

shoulders. 

 

One of our other stalwarts, Betty Beament, celebrated her 90th. birthday in February. Unfortunately due to increasing problems 

with her mobility, Betty will be hanging up her hat after many years of dedicated service to the community. We all thank her 

for her many years of tireless effort to help provide amenities for our community, firstly as one of the originators of the move 

to have a Recreation Reserve for Molesworth & then joining & helping the Hall Committee to move from the old building & 

build a new hall on the Reserve. Again we are immensely pleased that we have been able to see both projects to fruition whilst 

she has been still well enough to take an active part. 

 

This year with a very depleted committee we have been concentrating on keeping things ticking over rather than starting any 

new projects. Once again we ran our annual Christmas raffle which was very successful, raising close to $1,000. Thanks to all 

who spent many hours sitting outside Woolworths selling tickets. This raffle is our only fundraiser for the year & is important 

to help us cover our yearly public liability insurance.  

 

We did have a small group of dedicated badminton players having regular games in our newly completed hall. Unfortunately 

the main organiser of these sessions could not continue, firstly due to new work commitments & then a period of ill health. 

There have been a few more sessions recently but it appears difficult to settle on a day & time when all who wish to play are 

available.  

 

There has been a steady usage of the hall for events such as children’s birthday parties, special birthdays eg 30th. &  40th. 

birthdays, a commitment ceremony & a Uni PhD Graduation party. These bookings have added a steady if small income stream 

which helps to cover some of our maintenance costs such as biannual checks of all the fire extinguishers. This year we were 

faced with extra costs as two of our original extinguishers had to be replaced due to reaching their effective expiry date. 

 

The door to the public toilet has continued to be left unlocked permitting access to the disabled cubicle with council workers 

doing regular cleaning. Thanks to the council for their continued maintenance.  The men’s & ladies’ cubicles remained locked 

unless the hall is in use for a function. Apart from the regular disappearance of light globes in the entrance to the toilet block 

there do not seem to have been any problems with continuing to keep the toilet block open. 

 

After a hiatus of several years it was decided to recommence the “Community Feasts”  held once a month. These are in the form 

of a “pot-luck” evening, during which community members bring a hot dish for all to share. We have so far successfully held 

two of these events. They are a great opportunity for locals to get together over a casual meal in a relaxed atmosphere & have a 



good chat. Hopefully it will once again provide a good forum for people to be able to network & get to know others whom they 

might otherwise not have met thereby strengthening our community overall. 

 

After a year and a half of settling in after the completion & formal opening of Stage 2 of the hall we have been able to sign off on 

all our paper work by obtaining a Certificate of Occupancy which covers the hall as a whole rather than Stage 1 & Stage 2 as 

separate entities. There are still a few jobs which need completion. The external timber portals need a fresh coat of paint as it is 

some years since this was first done. Also the external steel framework under the soffits of Stage 2 will need a top coat as at 

present they only have the original factory undercoat & run the risk of rusting if exposed to the elements for too long. It is 

hoped that we can complete this job during the coming summer months. Minor maintenance such as replacing globes in the 

emergency exit signs are an ongoing job & at some stage we will need to have an electrician look at the third ceiling light in the 

upstairs meeting room. No doubt the floor of that meeting room will also need revarnishing within the next year or two.  

 

It is a symptom of this day & age that although we have a greatly increased number of households in the district many have such 

busy lives that they tend to live in isolation from their neighbours on their small acreages. Many work in Hobart or further 

afield & once they have left Molesworth Primary School their children often do their schooling in Hobart or the Northern 

Suburbs. It is therefore quite hard to reach out to these community members to become involved but the growing use for 

private functions is gradually increasing the awareness of just what is available for all locals as well as those from further afield to 

use. Certainly it is good to know that should another emergency event such as the bushfires of 2013 occur (& we all hope it 

doesn’t) we have an excellent facility that the community & emergency services may use. 

 

My heartfelt thanks goes to the very small group of dedicated people on the committee who continued to support the hall & 

help out in whatever way they can. To Jane Bradshaw who has been on this committee virtually since you moved to 

Molesworth your ongoing support has been invaluable. You have continued to help as much as possible despite the particularly 

difficult times you have had in the last few years culminating in the much too early loss of Bob. You could have said that it was 

all too hard & walked away but you kept going & for that I am eternally grateful. To Peter Eaton, who has stepped in to take on 

many jobs that we might once have looked to Bob for, my grateful thanks. To Michael Farley, who first dragged me along to 

these hall meetings15 years ago & has continued to take on the job of Treasurer & Secretary despite having an increasing work 

load with his other community commitments many thanks. I might grumble at you a lot but I do appreciate your help & 

support. To Betty Beament (AKA Mum)who has finally come to the conclusion that it is time to sit back & relax, thank you for 

your support over many years. You have done a magnificent job giving back to the community, who welcomed you as a “New 

Australian” 67 years ago, in many ways & your achievement in helping to get our new hall finally completed is to be 

congratulated. Thanks to Councillor Frank Pearce for attending our meetings even though your official capacity is only as 

council Rep on the Rec Reserve Special committee. Thanks also to Councillor James Graham who has acted as Frank’s proxy & 

also continued to attend meetings as an interested & active community member.  

 

Finally, a very special thanks to Bob Bradshaw. He was a mentor for us all & his determination to see the project of building a 

new hall through to completion kept us all going when hurdles seemed insurmountable & problems too great.  Bob, I hope that 

wherever you are the fishing is great. We miss you terribly. 
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