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FIRE HAZARDS AND  
SEASON PREPARATION
Each year, Council conducts a Fire Hazard Abatement 
program which aims to control and reduce the risk of fire 
hazards on private and public land. Spring rains have 
caused abundant growth that could become a fire hazard 
in the drier season. The annual Fire Abatement program 
involves Council‘s Fire Hazard Officer visiting properties 
from late October to check for fire hazards. 

Properties that will be inspected include those known to 
be in a high fire risk area, properties which Council have 
received reports of possible fire hazards, or properties 
referred to Council by the Tasmania Fire Service. 

While the majority of property occupiers can manage 
risks to their own property, Council is legally obliged 
to intervene when a property is considered to be a fire 
hazard. To ensure the safety of the community, Council 
encourages the reporting of fire hazard concern issues 
to assist us with identifying risk to our community. The 
following guidelines may assist the municipality to 
understand Councils’ requirements surrounding fire 
abatements.

Fire breaks are areas of land which are clear of combustible 
and flammable material. Fire breaks should be regularly 
inspected by the property occupant to maintain a minimal 
fuel load of combustible materials on the property. Fuel 
loads such as debris should be removed regularly.

Rural properties are required to maintain a fire break 
at least 10m to 20m wide at boundaries and material 
should be cut to a height not exceeding 75mm, or be 
ploughed. 

Vacant land within urban areas are required to 
maintain a 5m wide fire break at boundaries, at a height of 
no more than 75mm. Within the fire break, all shrubs and 
lower limbs of trees (less than 1m from ground height) need 
to be removed. Grass throughout the rest of the property 
should be maintained at a height of approximately 75mm.  
In this area, trees and shrubs may be retained. 

A list of contractors able to undertake land clearing works 
can be obtained by contacting Council Administration.

For further information about Council’s Fire Abatement 
program and the individual responsibilities of land 
occupiers please do not hesitate to contact the 
Environmental Services Department, ph: (03) 6261 8530.

TIDY TOWNS WORKING BEE – 
CLEAN UP AT KENSINGTON STREET
Council has assisted the Derwent Valley Tidy Towns Committee and 
volunteers to respond to reports from the public of rubbish dumped 
in the area around Kensington Street, New Norfolk.

A well-attended event held on Sunday July 15 saw committee 
members, volunteers and elected members working together to 
clear up illegally dumped rubbish. Large amounts of litter, cans, 
tyres, whitegoods, mattresses and scrap building materials were 
cleared. The rubbish removed on the day filled 3 box trailers, 2 
utility loads and a 10 cubic metre tip truck. The Committee thanked 
Council’s works crew, who collected the remaining rubbish the 
following day.

Spurred on by the impact of the July effort, a follow-up clean-up 
day was held on Sunday, September 2, moving further into the 
area near the water tower. Bags of general rubbish, cans, tyres and 
hard waste were gathered for removal by Council staff.

Members of the Tidy Towns Committee also regularly donate their 
time to remove graffiti from power poles, gates, posts and signage.

A spokesperson for the Derwent Valley Tidy Towns Committee said 
“more work is needed” and encouraged efforts towards reuse and 
recycling. Anyone wishing to join the Committee should contact Ian 
Lacey, ph: 0408 341 020.

A few hard-working volunteers on the day

Some of the waste collected on the day



MAYOR’S MESSAGE
It’s been a busy couple of months with 
Council having already started new 
works scheduled in this year’s Budget 
and momentum continued with a 
number of existing Council projects. 

Our Council is striving to deliver more 
streamlined processes and improve its 

RECOVERY SUPPORT  
FOR DERWENT VALLEY
Council has been working closely with the Derwent Valley Recovery 
Committee and a temporary Recovery Unit set-up within the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet (DPAC) to continue support 
to individuals, families and businesses impacted by the extreme 
weather event in May 2018. 

The Derwent Valley Recovery Committee have been meeting to 
share information and to plan and coordinate recovery activities. 
The next task of the Committee will be to consider the longer-term 
recovery needs of the affected communities, acknowledging that 
recovery from a devastating event is different for everyone and can 
be a long and difficult process.

Council has been lobbying for further assistance, which has included 
lodging a recovery funding request to the Australian Government 
in conjunction with the Tasmanian State Government. Council 
will continue to advocate for the recognition of the extraordinary 
circumstances in the Derwent Valley.

methods of communication with the community. In this edition’s 
newsletter, we have provided an insight into some upcoming 
Capital Works and an update on Council’s recovery efforts in the 
Derwent Valley post the extreme weather event in May 2018. 

Council is at a point where its future will be characterised by the 
increasingly difficult job of bridging the gap between community 
expectations for infrastructure and services and what Council can 
afford to deliver. The development of the new Community Strategic 
Plan 2030 will guide Council’s priorities for its future investments, 
while building stronger and more transparent governance 
practices. 

Fire hazard prevention becomes a focus as summer approaches 
and in this issue we have detailed the requirements of property 
occupiers to self-manage their fire risk. We also celebrate and 
highlight the hard work of both the Derwent Valley Tidy Towns 
Committee and Derwent Catchment Project, two of many 
community-driven organisations that Council works with, in 
their efforts to improve our natural environment for everyone’s 
enjoyment.

Some upcoming events to look forward to are the Garage Sale 
Trail on the weekend of October 20-21 and the annual Christmas 
Parade on Saturday, December 8.

RACT EMERGENCY STORM FUND 
FOR NON-PROFIT ORGANISATIONS
For organisations impacted by the extreme weather event in May 
2018, up to $2,000 is available to assist non-profit organisations 
to meet short to medium term recovery needs. Grants may be 
used for the clean-up and repair of premises and the repair or 
replacement of equipment.

For information on this grant please visit the RACT website at www.
ract.com.au/community-funding  or contact RACT, ph: (03) 6236 
4325 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm).

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC  
PLAN 2030
Council would like to thank the community for sharing its hopes 
and ideas to help develop a new Community Strategic Plan. The 
community consultations have now concluded. Council aimed 
to reach as many people as possible to provide input into the 
development of the Plan. Valuable insight  was gained through 
meetings, interviews and listening posts across the Valley and 
by providing an opportunity for people to make submissions via 
online submission forms and hand written ‘postcards’. 

In addition, Council announced several report-back sessions 
which were held throughout the community in late September. 
These sessions were not part of the original consultation plan 
and were incorporated in response to community feedback 
requesting an opportunity to see parts of the Plan before it was 
formalised. Report-back sessions provided a chance for the 
community to hear what other community members had to say 
during the consultation and to see how the Plan was moving 
forward.

A draft of the Community Strategic Plan 2030 is nearing 
completion with the aim being to be included in the October 
Council meeting agenda.  

The Community Strategic Plan forms part of the Council’s 
statutory responsibilities and will span a twelve-year period. The 
Plan will include some specific actions that reflect the input of 
the community and will also include the provision to measure 
ongoing progress towards achievement of objectives derived 
from the consultation.

Community consultations at Ptunarra



CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM 
Council’s $5.7 million investment for Capital Works is currently 
underway. Tenders have been invited for a number of projects. 
Upcoming works include new bridges at Glen Dhu Rd (Glen Dhu 
Rivulet), Hansons Rd (Lachlan River), Tynwald Park (Lachlan River) 
and Sharps Rd (Tyenna River).

Replacement of bridge decks and other works have been identified 
by Council at the following sites: 

• Lachlan Rd (Lachlan River) – new deck; 
• Glen Fern Rd (Glen Fern Creek) – new deck, install upstream 

cut-off wall and apron; 
• Douglas Rd (Relats Creek) – new deck; 
• Moogara Rd (Torrent Creek) – install upstream cut-off wall 

and rock armour upstream; 
• Lachlan Rd (Lachlan River) – Engineering design for repair of 

erosion to centre pier, upstream abutment and upstream wingwall; and 
• Glen Dhu Rd (Glen Dhu Rivulet) – bridge inspection, design 

detail for repair to concrete beam and design detail for erosion 
repairs to abutments.

Council’s Bridge Rehabilitation Program typically sees the 
restoration and reinstatement of its ageing bridge structures in 
accordance the service requirements of the road. The May flood 
event has resulted in priority works being identified, namely the 
replacement of bridges washed out during the flood.

A list of all progress will appear on Council’s website with monthly 
reporting to each Council Meeting. For information please visit 
www.derwentvalley.tas.gov.au

ESPLANADE WORKS UPDATE
The River Revitalisation project at the Esplanade is one of a number 
of Council Capital Works projects aiming to increase accessibility 
to the waterfront and to provide better public amenities for people 
of all ages and abilities. The River Revitalisation project is funded by 
the Australian Government and Derwent Valley Council. 

Following the installation of a new playground and toilet block, 
recent works included upgrades to the landscape with gravelling, 
mulch and new deciduous trees complementary to the existing 
site. The upgrade of electrical works included a new underground 
power supply and solar lighting, allowing extended use of the area 
into the evening, to improve user access and safety.

As part of continued improvements to the Esplanade, other capital 
works projects include the pontoon system and rowing ways which 
are 90% funded by the Tasmanian State Government. 

Council has also facilitated the development of a new home for the  
New Norfolk Rowing Club at the Esplanade. This required the 
demolition of the old caretaker residence adjacent to the caravan park. 
Works will be ongoing as the new Rowing Club building is constructed.

Improvements at the Esplanade have the added benefit of enabling 
the area to accommodate community events and festivals of a 
larger-scale and will assist in improving options in the municipality 
for outdoor community health, fitness and social wellbeing.

FUNDRAISING FOR  
RIVER RESTORATION
On September 7, the Derwent Catchment Project’s annual Spring 
Celebration fundraiser was held at Curringa Farm. More than 80 
people from the Derwent region came together to celebrate the 
start of the growing season and to raise money for the Derwent 
Catchment Project’s Tyenna River Restoration Program. Cade 
Ebdon from Livestock Consulting auctioned a wide variety of 
products from local businesses and community. Special thanks 
to all those who contributed, especially Tim and Jane Parsons 
who donated their Curringa Farm Function Centre and catering 
services for the event. There was lots of feedback on the success of 
the evening and next years’ event is well anticipated. 

The Tyenna River Restoration Program will develop an action plan 
for the eradication of willows. Recently, willow density mapping 
has been undertaken along the whole Tyenna River, as part of the 
five-year plan for willow control. The broader project aims to raise 
money with development of a crowd-funding campaign, link with 
Tassal for targeted contractor works and coordinate help from 
Willow Warriors, a group of volunteers who enjoy fishing the river. 
This project will help to link restoration works of Lanoma Estate, 
Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service, Wildcare volunteers and 
Norske Skog. 

The next native tree planting day is scheduled for October 26 at 
Lanoma Estate. Those interested in volunteering for a couple of 
hours to support this project should contact Magali Wright, ph: 
0424 277 226 or email magali@derwentcatchment.org 

New accessible toilet facilities at the Esplanade

New landscaping and lighting along the walking track



KERBSIDE COLLECTION  
AND RECYCLING
Just a quick reminder that each fortnight, your yellow recycling 
bin should be placed on the kerbside along with your green 
household waste bin before 6am on your collection day.  Please 
remember to place your bins at least 1 metre apart at the kerb 
and ensure the lid is closed.

Need a New Recycling Bin? 
If your recycling bin is destroyed or missing please contact 
Council’s Environmental Service Department, Ph: 6261 8530 
to arrange a replacement and discuss potential fees involved. 

Recycling Centres 
Recycling Centres for items such as glass, aluminium and steel 
cans can be found at the Peppermint Hill Refuse Site, National 
Park Waste Transfer Station and Molesworth Waste Transfer 
Station opposite Molesworth Primary School.

For general information on recycling visit www.planetark.org
Waste Strategy South provides additional information for 
Tasmanians to assist in the responsible management of waste 
via their website, www.rethinkwaste.com.au

GARAGE SALE TRAIL  
OCTOBER 20-21
For the sixth year running, Council will be 
supporting the Garage Sale Trail. This is one 
big weekend of garage sales happening 
across Australia on October 20 and 21. Council encourages residents 
to join in along with thousands of households, local businesses, schools, 
community groups and cultural institutions across Australia to host or 
attend a garage sale. The Garage Sale Trail is a fantastic way to promote 
recycling and sustainability practices. It’s also a social way to raise some 
funds and bring our local community together to have a bit of fun. 

The event is free to encourage sellers, schools, households and 
community groups to get involved. For more information or to register 
a garage sale please visit www.garagesaletrail.com.au 

VOTING IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ELECTIONS
Your vote in the upcoming Local Government election is a 
vote for the people who will make decisions on key issues and 
events in our local community over the next four years. Local 
candidates are currently campaigning and can be directly 
contacted for their views on what they want for the Derwent 
Valley and why they want to be elected. 

In Tasmania, Local Government elections are conducted by 
a postal ballot. From October 9, a postal ballot information 
pack will be mailed to everyone enrolled to vote in their Local 
Government area. Voters will have until 10 am, Tuesday 30 
October to complete and return their vote.

The postal ballot pack contains:
• ballot papers,
• a booklet containing candidate statements and voting 
instructions,
• a ballot paper envelope (this envelope must be signed 
by the elector to ensure ballot security), and
•a reply-paid envelope.

When voting, please note that the successful candidates for 
Mayor and Deputy Mayor must also be elected as Councillors 
to be able to accept the office of Mayor or Deputy Mayor. 

Polling closes at 10am, Tuesday 30 October 2018.  

Because it now takes longer for post to be delivered, voters are 
encouraged to not wait until the last minute to post ballot papers  
as it may not reach the Tasmanian Electoral Commission in time.

In Tasmania, Council elections follow the Hare-Clark system 
for distribution of preferences.  To find out about the Hare-
Clark system, visit www.tec.tas.gov.au/Info/Publications/
HareClark.html

More information can be obtained by contacting the Tasmanian 
Electoral Commission, ph: 1800 801 701 or visit www.tec.tas.
gov.au/Local_Government_Elections/index.html

Derwent Valley Council 
Circle Street, New Norfolk - Tasmania, 7140
Website: derwentvalley.tas.gov.au
Phone: (03) 6261 8500 • Email: dvcouncil@dvc.tas.gov.au

A VALLEY OF LEARNING
The Council is pleased to support the local 26TEN action group 
in delivering a campaign of awareness-raising about the service 
opportunities available for adults who would like to improve their 
literacy and numeracy skills. Derwent Valley: A Valley of Learning 
will offer a fun way for people to become involved in the 26TEN 
program, both for participants and for people to become mentors 
or tutors.  The project is funded by Libraries Tasmania and will 
employ a project officer to deliver a number of activities across 
the life of the project.  The project will include community activities 
celebrating the story and history of our community, in addition to 
opportunities for families to become involved in telling their story 
about living in the Derwent Valley.
 
People who wish to become involved in any of the 26TEN activities 
in the Derwent Valley can contact Gail Wilson, ph: (03) 6261 
1289 to discuss current programs and volunteering activities.
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