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The Journey of the ECT Apparatus 

An early model electro-convulsive therapy (ECT) apparatus was recently donated to the 
NNHIC complete with two headset and associated pieces including glass syringes and 
tongue depressors. 
 
The apparatus was supposed to be from the Royal Derwent Hospital (RDH) which officially 
closed in the year 2001. Being interested in the old Hospital I thought that it would be good 
to see if the apparatus was in fact used at the Hospital.  
 
My research into the use of ECT in Tasmania was that it was undertaken at a number of 
other places as well as the Royal Derwent Hospital, for example the Royal Hobart Hospital 
and the Lindsey Miller Clinic in Launceston. 
 

Mandy Bathgate 
 

Family History Officer: 
Anne Salt 

 
Chairperson: 
Ruth Binny 

FAMILY 
HISTORIES 

The New 
Norfolk  Historical 
Information Centre 
has over 700 Family 

History Files.  
Come in on the last 

Saturday of the 
month from 2 to 4 pm, 

and the Lindsey Miller Clinic in Launceston. 
 
The apparatus is an Ectron which was manufactured in the UK. The apparatus originally 
came with the headset and a set of instructions. The company made medical equipment and 
to this day still manufacture ECT apparatus.  

I discovered that the com-
pany still operated and an 
email address. I sent off an 
email to the company late 
in August 2023. I was not 
expecting a reply as I had 
done this twice before to 
two different UK compa-
nies trying to track the 
purchaser of two other 
ECT machines.  
 
To my surprise the I re-
ceived an email back two 
days later from the Direc-month from 2 to 4 pm, 

and see if your 
Family History is 

here.   
Below is a list of  some 
of the ‘P ‘files: 

days later from the Direc-
tor of Ectron Limited in the UK. The Director wrote,  

If you send a photo of the serial number as you suggested, we will do our best 
to identify the purchase details. However sometimes they do move around, so 
it may have been bought by an agent and sold to an end user.  

 
After he did some searching I received another email in early December from the Director 
saying, 

‘You have a museum piece there! This is a very old device, from the early days 
of Ectron long before we took over in 2007. At a guess it is a mark 1 from 
around 1955. 
The email went on to say that they would look into the records of the company 
further and get back to me. 
The next email I received said,  
The records I can access only go back to 1965 and show later models, so I 
cannot say who bought this device. I have cc’d [another staff member] who 
may know about some older models, to see if he can help.  

Two days later the other staff 
member replied that he could not 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 member replied that he could not 

add any further information to 
what had already been said.  
Many of these machines were 
sold by agents in Australia such as 
W. Watson and Sons Limited in 
Melbourne. This business sold a 
lot of equipment to Lachlan Park 

Hospital over many years from the 1930s on.  
The conclusion from following up other leads is that it is a Mark 1 Ectron Electro -
convulsive therapy set. It is inconclusive however without knowing the end pur-
chaser if the apparatus belonged to Lachlan Park Hospital/RDH but it is highly likely.  
Lyell Wilson 
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Susan Geard 
Stefan Frazik  
Late Lexie Miller 
Barbara Mc Master.  
R. Binny  

Derwent Echo   
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Derwent Echo  TAKING CARE OF 
THE PAST 

SIGNIFICANCE 
Just what is significance as 
it applies to public and 
private collection items? 
Fortunately in 2009 the 
Heritage Collections 
Council (Australia) 
produced A Guide to 
Assessing Significance of 
Cultural Heritage Objects 
and Collections. 
“Significance refers to the 
values and meanings that 

 
 

One Man’s War : Letters Home                  E Troop 16 Fd. Bty. 
2/8 Fd. Regt. A.I.F. 

6 Div Arty 
Abroad 
27/1/41 

Dear Mother, 
I received your letter a couple of days ago & was pleased to hear you are having a good 
holiday at Ulverstone, & that Tim is so well. 
I still haven’t received letters 5 & 7, but expect they will turn up sometime. No parcels 
arrived yet either. 
Yes I think it would be a very good idea if you could get hold of a decent block up near 
Ulverstone, you always seemed to think the N.W. Coast is the best part of Tasmania, 
only I wouldn’t spend too much on it in improvements yet.  “Significance refers to the 

values and meanings that 
items and collections have 
for people and 
communities….”1 
Significance helps us 
understand the history, 
cultures and environments 
of Australia. Basically it is a 
five step process with a 
standard set of criteria as 
follows. 
Analyse the Collection or 
object. 
Research its history, 
provenance and content. 
Compare with similar 
items. 
Understand its values by 
reference to the criteria. 

only I wouldn’t spend too much on it in improvements yet.  
At the camp where we are now there are a lot more Jews than there were at the last 
camp, some of them are very interesting. They are from every country in Europe. There 
are Jewesses working on the roads with the men, & one particular case says she can 
speak seven languages & has been through University in Berlin, she is also carrying stone 
on the road. But the ones that have been here longer have all got well established busi-
nesses & are great money-makers. 
I got a letter from Bill Fysh & Arty Bollen by boat mail, written on 25/11/40, Bill said 
Charlie was still there then, but expect I will see him shortly.  
I have not done any driving over here yet, I expect it will be a bit funny at first as the 
rule here is keep to the right of the road. But we have been having plenty of short route 
marches, so have seen something of the neighbouring “W..” villages, all much the same, 
house built of mud & very dirty. 
Have you started drawing the allotment money yet? It might be useful to help towards 
that block later on. 
It might interest you to know that Roy has left us & gone to a workshop as a mechanic, 
by now I think he is somewhere in Egypt.  
We are still having wonderful weather here, a bit fresh early in the morning, but not a 
cloud in the sky most of the day, & not too hot even in the middle of the day, but I don’t 
know what it will be like in the summer time.  reference to the criteria. 

Summarize its meanings 
and values in a statement 
of significance. 
Think about why we value 
the Locked Boots in our 
collection. They are not 
especially old having been 
made in the 1960’s at the 
boot-makers shop in 
Lachlan Park, but they are 
significant because of their 
rarity, provenance and the 
fact they are 
representative of 
treatment regimes for 
some patients at the 
hospital 
Ruth Binny 

FROM THE EDITOR 
 
 
   The feature article on the origin of the Hunt pays particular attention to the differences  
between the ‘Hunt’ in the Antipodes and that in the ‘Old Country’  
Cataloguing the Cordwell Collection continues and of especial interest are the hundreds of 
photo journalist, Joe Cowburn’s negatives. 
The significance assessment and inventory  has been completed by Dr. Jai   Patterson and is due 
to be presented at the next meeting of the Derwent Valley Council. Dr. Patterson’s meticulous 
work has raised some interesting questions in regard to the provenance of items held by the 
Derwent Valley Council. One such item is a dismantled billiard table in the upstairs Council 
storeroom. A maker’s label on the scoreboard suggests it was made after 1930.  
Any idea which community group may have purchased it? 

know what it will be like in the summer time.  
 Well must close now.   

Much Love D…. 

Ruth Binny 

 

Russell. R., and 
Winkworth. K., 
Significance 2.0, a 
guide to assessing the 
signifcance of 
collections, 
(Collections Council 
of Australia Ltd. , 

Any idea which community group may have purchased it? 
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